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hood of the Putumayo River and the Colombian troops occupied
certain other Peruvian posts, but no general offensive was launched
by Colombia, and the next serious development was the result of
Peruvian initiative. On the 3rd May, a Peruvian cruiser and two
submarines passed through the Panama Canal, apparently en route for
the Amazon, and the Advisory Committee held a series of meetings
beginning on the 6th May to consider the situation. In reply to
inquiries from the Committee the Peruvian Government admitted
that the ships were bound for the Upper Amazon, whereupon the
Committee informed Peru that in their opinion it was not desirable
that the ships should proceed on their way. The Committee also
considered the possibility of arranging that the Peruvian ships should
not be given facilities at foreign ports, and drafted recommendations
to this effect for transmission to the Powers concerned. Before
a decision had been reached on these recommendations,1 however,
the whole situation was altered by the announcement that direct
negotiations for a settlement had begun between Colombia and Peru.
The reason for this change in the position was to be found in
internal developments in Peru. On the 30th April Seiior Sanchez
Cerro had been assassinated, and his death revealed the extent to
which the unpopularity of his regime had been increased by his
attitude on the Leticia affair and the intensive military preparations
to which that attitude had given rise.2 Senor Cerro's successor as
President was General Benavides, who had formerly acted as his
country's diplomatic representative in London. The accident that
Seiior Alfredo Lopez, the leader of the Colombian Liberal Party, had
1  On the llth May, the British G-overnment received a request for per-
mission for the three Peruvian warships to visit Trinidad.  The Governor of
Trinidad was immediately instructed not to grant facilities to the ships pending
the receipt of further instructions, for which he was to ask on their arrival. The
ships, however, reached Trinidad earlier than had been expected, and they
had already been permitted to refuel before the G-overnor received the instruc-
tions to withhold facilities for the time being.   The House of Commons at
Westminster was subsequently informed that the British delegate at Geneva
had been instructed to say that the Government would view with misgivings
the taking of any steps not in conformity with the recognized international
practice in dealing with the warships of a friendly Power which is not a belli-
gerent. Such a measure would in effect be a form of sanction not taken under
Article 16 of the Covenant and apparently without precedent. At the same
time the Government would be prepared to accept the recommendations
drafted by the Advisory Committee subject to certain minor modifications, to
the reservation that no precedent was being created, and to the acceptance of
the proposal by the Governments of the Netherlands and Venezuela as well
as by the Governments represented on the Advisory Committee*
2  There were said to be 30,000 young Peruvians undergoing military training
at the time of Senor Cerro's death.